Why choose Purim and the recitation of the Megillah for the occasion to present 
the halakhah of the synagogue and the activities therein that make the synagogue 
important? It is because the occasion that is chosen in no way intersects with the 
activities of the Temple altar: no offerings at the altar are required for that 
occasion for the obvious reason that within the framework of the narrative, there 
was no altar at that time. And, furthermore, it is because sages find in the 
halakhah of Purim as laid out in the Written Torah the requirement that a 
particular lection of the Torah be declaimed in the community of Israel. 


I. The laws of declaiming the scroll of Esther 


II. The laws of synagogue property and liturgy 
A. The disposition of synagogue property 
B. Rules for reading Scriptures in synagogue worship 
C. The lections 


